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NYC CIRCULAR: 2015.1 – NYC AUTUMN CONFERENCE INFORMATION  
ATTENTION: NYC MEMBERS, NATIONAL TEAM, CHIEF COMMISSIONERS, AUTUMN 

CONFERENCE GUESTS, MEMBERS OF SCOUTS AUSTRALIA 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
On the 20th to the 22nd of March 2015, Scouts Australia’s National Youth Council met at 

Queensland’s BP Park, to come together for the first time in 2015.  

INFORMATION: 

The purpose of the conference was to welcome the new members and set the pace for the 
year ahead. Members were joined by Chris Bates (Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia), 
John Clarke (Youth Program Commissioner), Elston Hynd (Adult Development and Training 
Commissioner), and Opal Ho (Asia-Pacific Region of Scouts, Chair of the Young Adults 
Members Council). 

Friday evening was a great night which included a time for everyone to meet and form 
friendships.  On the Brisbane River, a BBQ cooked by the 2014 NYC executive, was followed 
by some wicked abseiling and rock climbing at Kangaroo Point. Post our adventurous night, 
the NYC travelled to BP Park and settled in for a big weekend. 

Saturday saw an interesting program being delivered where we “Imagined the possibilities”. 
We began by reviewing 2014, looking at the expectations of ourselves and from others. 
Through knowledge of our expectations, we were able review ourselves critically and 
planned how we will measure the NYC’s success in 2015. The NYC decided that we would 
work on a few key things from here. We agreed on a few team behaviours: 

 Being passionate, committed and active, and to help each other along the way. 

 Communicate with each other often, to ensure progress. 

 Engage with our Scouting Networks and spread the good work we do. 

 Acknowledge that Home patrols are for belonging and training. 

 Acknowledge that Topic Patrols are to get our core business done. 

 Whole council has meetings online every 2 months. 

 We aim to strive toward our mission, create our vision and prioritise our strategic 
priorities. 

Following this session we learnt about the Youth Program Review and looked at how 
National Youth Council can be more involved. Here we looked at the recommendations 
made on by the Youth Program Review Stage 3 Teams and committed to helping spread the 
word of the Stage 3 work. We also looked at how we can run a competition to design the 
new sections of Scouts. Look out for more about that in mid-April. 
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Saturday afternoon saw the elections of the new NYC Executive. Congratulations to the 
following 2015 NYC Executive (executive2015@nyc.scouts.com.au): 

 Vice Chair – Patrick Denny 

 Brownsea Island PL – Jake Alker  

 Gilwell Park PL- Aaron Tomlins 

 Nyeri PL – Lachlan O’Brien 

 Olympia PL – Charlee Howard-Osborne 

 International Appointment – Matthew Minski 

 Adventurous Appointment – Chantele Cowley 

 Training Appointment – Tahlia Siddall 

 Environment Appointment – Elyse Lenehan 

 Executive Secretary and Publications Officer – Nathan Leivesley 

 NYC Chair – Johnathan Morey (Continuing appointment) 

 NYC Adviser – Peter Fowler (Continuing appointment) 

Our executive had their initial meeting with their home patrols, where they came together 
for the first time to work out meeting schedules and team goals. Some patrols deciding to 
have weekly catch ups and others working out their goals for each member on the patrols.  

NYC hosted the Autumn Conference Dinner on Saturday Night, with special guests: the QLD 
Branch Team and QLD Branch Youth Council. All 50 of us collectively dined at BP Park where 
we heard from NYC members about their experiences so far on NYC and learnt from Opal 
Ho about the Asia Pacific Region, how it works and the upcoming APR Youth Forum. Thanks 
was then given to the outgoing executive and an introduction to the new executive 
completed the day.  

On Sunday we began discussion about what we will actually be doing in 2015. We 
introduced ourselves to the new topics given to us by the National Team, and created a 
think tank where topics were self-generated. Afterwards people chose which topics they 
were passionate about working on, and topic patrols formed. From here Trello boards were 
created for each topic we will be discussing in for the beginning of 2015.  

First round of topics he National Youth Council will discuss and make recommendations on 
are listed below: 

 Community Service Week 

 My World 2015 

 Scouters 

 Guide to implementing the Patrol System at Jamboree 

 NYC Branch Rep Review 

 Health Issues explored in the Program 

 Engaging Rural and Lone Scout Groups in decision making 
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 Program: Statement of Attainment 

 Gender Equality in Scouting 

 Involvement in Non-Scouting Issues 

 YPR Plan Do Review 

 YPR Group Life 

 YPR Section leadership Models 

 YPR Youth Involvement Models 

 YPR Creating a new section Competition 

 YPR Environment Layer 

 YPR Training Review 

 YPR International Layer 

 YPR Spreading the Promise and Law 

 WOSM Youth Involvement and Youth Program Policy Implementation  

After initial discussion of the above topics was completed, we reviewed our weekend and 
shared what we learnt and liked about the weekend. We also followed up, and committed 
to continue to have momentum with our topics once we went home, until we next meet.  

CONCLUSION: 

Thank you the National Youth Council members for engaging with everything on the 
program this weekend. The National Youth Council is set for a great year, and we are off to a 
great start.  

Please don’t hesitate to email the National Youth Council (yoursay@nyc.scouts.com.au) 
regarding anything you have read here.  

Kind regards, 

 

 
Johnathan Morey 

Chair - National Youth Council 
Scouts Australia 
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